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Overcoming an Old Scourge with a New Face (HIV/TB Co-Infection)
I am very pleased to welcome all delegates to this 1st Asia Pacific Region Conference of the 
International Union Against Tuberculosis and Lung Disease (The Union). Tuberculosis is still 
one of the major public health problems in the world, with a large number of patients affected in 
Asia and thus in your Region. For many years it was thought that tuberculosis had been 
defeated and many governments and organizations neglected TB services in the public and 
private sectors. TB and HIV, MDR and XDR-TB are now global threats and need to be 
confronted with determination and enough resources. These topics are discussed during this 
Conference, and the organizing and scientific committee have put together an excellent 
programme which will stimulate discussion among colleagues coming from many countries with 
different situations. Exchange of experience among colleagues facing the challenges of 
tuberculosis is most valuable and will facilitate learning from each other. Recent events have 
clearly shown that tuberculosis needs to be tackled in a well coordinated way as this disease 
does not respect borders. We need to make sure that public and private sectors work hand in 
hand to avoid that patients get substandard or wrong treatments with the danger of developing 
MDR or even worse XDR TB. We are all responsible to ensure that health care systems are well 
organized to guarantee health care and access to medicines not only to affluent citizens but to 
all affected patients.

The Millennium Development Goals call on us to reduce tuberculosis prevalence and deaths by 
half by the year 2015. If we are serious about these goals we need to improve our diagnostic 
tools, find new drugs and strengthen tuberculosis services in the public and private sector.

Other lung diseases such as pneumonias and tobacco related diseases are of particular interest 
in this Region. Tobacco is killing millions of people every year and we have the responsibility to 
push governments to adopt strong legislation to limit the use of tobacco. Introducing smokefree 
environments in public places and in particular in hospitals needs to be given highest priority.

I am sure that this Conference through its excellent programme will contribute to The Union’s 
mission to improve lung health in low and and middle income countries. I would like to convey 
my sincere thanks to our colleagues here in Malaysia for having organized this important event.  








































